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activity such as academic course devel-
opment) reasonably intended to in-
crease the understanding of the Amer-
ican public into the operations and ac-
tivities of the United States govern-
ment; 

(k) Information means any knowledge 
that can be communicated or documen-
tary material, regardless of its phys-
ical form that is owned by, produced by 
or for, or is under the control of the 
United States Government; 

(l) Interested party means any official 
in the executive, military, congres-
sional, or judicial branches of govern-
ment, United States or foreign, or U.S. 
Government contractor who, in the 
sole discretion of the CIA, has a subject 
matter or physical interest in the doc-
uments or information at issue; 

(m) Originator means the CIA officer 
who originated the information at 
issue, or successor in office, or a CIA 
officer who has been delegated declas-
sification authority for the informa-
tion at issue in accordance with the 
provisions of this Order; 

(n) This Order means Executive Order 
12958 of April 17 1995 and published at 60 
FR 19825-19843 (or successor Orders). 

§ 1909.03 Contact for general informa-
tion and requests. 

For general information on this Part, 
to inquire about historical access to 
CIA records, or to make a formal re-
quest for such access, please direct 
your communication in writing to the 
Information and Privacy Coordinator, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Wash-
ington, DC. 20505. Inquiries will also be 
accepted by facsimile at (703) 613–3007. 
For general information only, the tele-
phone number is (703) 613–1287. Collect 
calls cannot be accepted. 

§ 1909.04 Suggestions and complaints. 

The Agency welcomes suggestions or 
complaints with regard to its adminis-
tration of the historical access pro-
gram established pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 12958. Letters of suggestion 
or complaint should identify the spe-
cific purpose and the issues for consid-
eration. The Agency will respond to all 
substantive communications and take 
such actions as determined feasible and 
appropriate. 

REQUESTS FOR HISTORICAL ACCESS 

§ 1909.11 Requirements as to who may 
apply. 

(a) Historical researchers—(1) In gen-
eral. Any historian engaged in a histor-
ical research project as defined above 
may submit a request in writing to the 
Coordinator to be given access to clas-
sified information for purposes of that 
research. Any such request shall indi-
cate the nature, purpose, and scope of 
the research project. 

(2) Additional considerations. In light 
of the very limited resources for the 
Agency’s various historical programs, 
it is the policy of the Agency to con-
sider applications for historical re-
search privileges only in those in-
stances where the researcher’s needs 
cannot be satisfied through requests 
for access to reasonably described 
records under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act or the mandatory declassifica-
tion review provisions of Executive 
Order 12958 and where issues of internal 
resource availability and fairness to all 
members of the historical research 
community militate in favor of a par-
ticular grant. 

(b) Former Presidential appointees. Any 
former Presidential appointee as de-
fined herein may also submit a request 
to be given access to any classified 
records which they originated, re-
viewed, signed, or received while serv-
ing in that capacity. Such appointees 
may also request approval for a re-
search associate but there is no entitle-
ment to such enlargement of access 
and the decision in this regard shall be 
in the sole discretion of the Agency. 
Requests from appointees shall be in 
writing to the Coordinator and shall 
identify the records of interest. 

§ 1909.12 Designations of authority to 
hear requests. 

The Deputy Director for Administra-
tion has designated the Coordinator, 
the Agency Release Panel, and the His-
torical Records Policy Board, estab-
lished pursuant to 32 CFR 1900.41, as 
the Agency authorities to decide re-
quests for historical and former Presi-
dential appointee access under Execu-
tive Order 12958 (or successor Orders) 
and these regulations. 
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